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Dublin Castle, 

Sir, . 15th September 1 S83. 

I beg to inform you that upon receipt of your letter of the 20th July last, I at 
ouce appointed a Committee consisting of Dr. Kaye, Assistant Under ‘Secretary; 
Mr. R. W. A. Holmes, Treasury Remembrancer and Deputy Paymaster- General for 
Ireland; and Mr. A. R. Wallace, Senior Principal Clerk in this Department, to 
consider and report upon the existing List for the promulgation of the Statutes in 
Ireland, and the alterations which should be made therein, and I now forward for 
your information copy of their Report. 

I approve of the recommendations made by the Committee, and suggest that they 
should be adopted. 

I am, 

With great truth and regard, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Spencer. 


Secretary the Right Honourable 

Sir William Vernon Harcourt, M.P. 


Dublin Castle, 

Sir, 4th September 1883. 

In accordance with the instructions of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
conveyed in your memorandum of the 13th ultimo, we have examined the Irish 
Promulgation Lists of the Statutes, as furnished by the Queen’s Printers, through 
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, with the view of considering whether any changes 
should he made in them, and we now beg to annex, for his Excellency’s information a 
summary of these lists showing the present distribution of (1) the Public General 
Acts, (2) the Local and Private Acts, among the various public departments and 
officials in Ireland. 

It will be seen that of the former the annual distribution amounts to S7S copies, of 
which S68 belong to the quarto, 7 to the folio, and 3 to the royal octavo editions, 
while of the latter there are 29 copies distributed. 

Of the 868 quarto copies 730 are bound and 138 sewn. 

We have indicated by a star those officials and departments to which we do not 
think it necessary that copies should be distributed in future; they are as 
follows : — 

The Archbishops and Bishops of the Protestant Episcopalian Church. 

The Crown and Sessional Crown Solicitors. 

The three Sergeants-at-Law. 

The Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper. 

The Lord Chancellor’s Registrar. 

We consider that the Bishops of the Irish Church were not entitled to receive copies 
after the disestablishment, as they had only been supplied to them as Peers of 
Parliament, and we, therefore, recommend that they should be no longer supplied. 

We recommend that the distribution to the Crown and Sessional Crown Solicitors 
should cease because the Statutes are always accessible whenever these officials may 
have cccasion to refer to them. For instance, at the assize towns they can have 
access to the copies supplied to the Clerk of the Crown and Peace, and the Secretary 
to the Grand Jury, and both at Quarter and Petty Sessions the Statutes are always 
hand. 

In support of our opinion we have been informed by one of the most experienced or 
these officials, who has filled the office of both Crown and Sessional Crown Solicitor, 
that it is quite useless for all public purposes to provide them with copies, as it is not 
to be expected that they will carry a library about with them, when the Statutes are 
always within their reach. 

We, moreover, think it is desirable to confine the distribution of the Statutes as 
niuch as possible to departments, as distinguished from individuals, for it is almost 
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impossible to ensure that copies distributed to individuals shall not be treated as 
private property. 

According to the Promulgation Lists, as furnished to us, the Attorney General is 
supplied -with one copy, and the Solicitor General with two copies, but Mr. Naish has 
informed us that no copies have ever been furnished to him. 

There does not appear to be any reason why the Attorney and Solicitor General 
should be supplied with copies for their individual use, inasmuch as there is a complete 
set of the Statutes in the Law Room, and, indeed, but for the fact that in England the 
Lord Chancellor and the Judges, including the County Court Judges, receive copies, 
we should be disposed to say that the Lord Chancellor, the Judges, and the County 
Court Judges in Ireland might very fairly be expected to supply themselves with 
■copies for their private use. 

There is clearly no reason for supplying copies to the three Sergeauts-afc-Law, while 
the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper, who has seldom occasion to refer to the Statutes, 
can always procure any volume he may require from the office of the Lord Chancellors 
Secretary, with which, for clerical purposes, his own is united. 

If our proposals be adopted, the number of copies required for distribution in 
Ireland will be reduced by 87, including 13 copies of Local and Private Acts. 

We recommend, in conclusion, that, with the exception of the copies supplied to 
the Judges and County Court Judges for their private use, and to the Clerks of the 
Crown and Clerks of the Peace (pending the union of these offices), all copies of the 
Statutes distributed in Ireland should be bound and of a uniform edition. 

We have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

W. S. B. Kaye. 

R. W. A. Holmes. 
A. R. Wallace. 

The Under Secretary to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
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Summary of the Promulgation Lists, Ireland. 
(1.) Public General Acts. 


Departments, &c. 

Quarto Edition. 


1 

| Royal Octavo 
' Edition. 

I- 

| Bound. 

Sewn. 

1 

j Edition. 

1 

I. Petty Sessions Clerks ... 

608 


_ 


II. Public Departments : 





The Executive, Dublin Castle 

13 




Board of Works 

2 




Commissioners of Charitable Douations, <fcc. 

i 




Public Record Office 

1 




Paymaster General’s Office 

1 




Registrar General’s Office 

— 

l 



Stationery Office 

1 





Royal Irish Constabulary Office - 

1 

— 



Registrar of Petty Sessions Clerks’ Office 
Inland Revenue .Solicitor 

1 










Post Office Solicitor - 



_ 



Local Government Board 






Metropolitan Police Office 

— 



1 


Clerk of Record and Writ Office 







Registrar of Deeds 







*The Crown Solicitors 

— 

20 



The Crown and Treasury Solicitor 

1 





*The Sessional Crown Solicitors 

33 





The Clerks of the Crown and Peace 

— 

18 

— 

— 

III. Courts of Justice : 





The Lord Chancellor and Judges - 

5 

1-5 




Lord .1 usticc Fitzgibbon 

— 

— 




The Lord Chancellor’s Secretary - 

1 

— 

— 


3 „ „ Registrar - 

— 

1 

— 



„ „ Chief Clerk 

1 

— 

— 



*The three Sergeants-at-Law 

— 

3 




The Law Courts ... 

9 

— 

— 


*Thc Crown and Hanaper Office 

1 

— 

— 



The Recorders and County Court Judges 

- 

23 

— 

— 

lV.*The Attorney General - - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Y.*The Solicitor General - - 

- 

- 

1 

1 

VI.*TheLord Primate, Archbishops, aud Bishops 
*The Lord Primate’s Secretary 

2 

10 

— 



— 

1 

— 

— 

YII. County Officers : 





Secretaries to Grand Juries 

38 

— 

— 

— 

Clerks of the Peace 

— 

22 

— 

— 

Clerks of the Crown - 

— 

20 

— 

— 

YIII. Police Magistrates and Justices of the 
Peace : 





The Chairman and Magistrates of 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Quarter Sessions, Maynooth. 





Police Court, Curragh Camp - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Police Courts, Dublin Metropolitan 
Police District. 

IX. Municipal Officers : 


— 

— 

— 





The Lord Mayor of Dublin 

1 

— 

— 

— 

The Mayors of Belfast and Sligo - 

— 


— 

— 

The Town Clerk of Cork 

1 

— 

— 

— 

The Town Clerk of Limerick 

1 

— 


— 

X. Public Libraries : 





The College Library 

— 

1 

— 

— 

The King's Inn Library - 





XI. The Dublin Gazette Office ... 

- 

— 

— 

1 

TotaLs - 

730 

138 

7 

3 


"Indicates those officials and departments to which it is not thought necessary that copies should be distributed in 
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Summary of the Promulgation Lists, Ireland — continued. 
(2.) Local and Private Acts. 



Quarto Edition. 



Departments, &c. 




Royal Octavo 
Edition. 

Bound. 

Sewn. 

Edition. 


I. The Lord Lieutenant - - 





1 


The Chief Secretary’s Office, Dublin 

— 

— 

I 

— 

„ „ London - - | 

— 

— 

1 

— 

The Court of Chancery 
„ „ . Queen’s Bench 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

„ „ Common Pleas - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

„ „ Exchequer 

— 

— 

1 

— 

„ „ Master of the Rolls 

— 

— 

1 

— 

The Library of the Pom 1 Courts - - 1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

The Prorogation Court 

The Lord Chancellor - - - j 

— 

— 

1 

1 

~ 

The Master of the Rolls - - - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

*Prot.honotary of the Queen’s Bench - - J 

— 

— 

4 

— 

* „ Common Pleas 

— 

— 

4 

— 

* Clerk of the Pleas of the Court of Exchequer - 

— 

— 

4 

— 

♦Attorney General - ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Trinity College .... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Registrar’s Office - ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

.Library of the King’s Inn ... 


— 

1 

— 

Total 

! _ 

— 

29 



* Indicates tliose officials and departments to which it is not thought necessary that copies should be distributed in 
future. 
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